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Box No, I Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
H the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table (s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished, 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No. II Priority 

1 . El The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority 

does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43Ws.1 and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43Ws.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT/ISA/ 237 (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2006/003425 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability ^ ^ 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of 

□ the entire international application 
El claims Nos. 21 ,22,23,24,26,35 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international search (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

E the claims, or said claims Nos. 21 ,22,23,24,26 are so inadequately supported by the description that no 
meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

E no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 35 

□ a meaningful opinion could not be formed without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the 
prescribed time limit: 

□ furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Searching 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

□ furnish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C 
of the Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Searching 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to It. 

□ pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an 
invitation under Rules 13ter.1(a) or (b). 

□ a meaningful opinion could not be formed without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant 
did not within the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical 
requirements provided for in Annex C~bis of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not 
available to the International Searching Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not 
comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See Supplemental Box for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 26 

No: Claims 1-25,27-34 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-34 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-34 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No- VI Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rules 43bisA and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 43d/s.1 and 70.9) 
see form 210 



Box No, VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III. 

For the subject-matter of claim 35, rule 39.1 (iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human 
or animal body by therapy, applies. 

Claim 35 relates to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by the 
provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with respect 
to the novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these 
claims (Article 34(4)(a)(l) PCT). 

In addition, claims 21-24,26 are not fully supported by the description as required by Article 
6 PCT, as no basis for their subject-matters could be found in the application as originally 
filed. 

Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : WO 2005/046761 A (SMITH & NEPHEW [GB]; BLOTT PATRICK LEWIS [GB]; 
GREENER BRYAN [GB]; HAR) 26 May 2005 (2005-05-26) 

D2: WO 93/09727 A (UNIV WAKE FOREST [US]) 27 May 1993 (1993-05-27) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. Document D1 
discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
"According to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for aspirating, 
irrigating and/or cleansing wounds (page 4 1.1-3), characterised in that it comprises 
a) a fluid flowpath (page 4 1.4), comprising 

i) a wound dressing (page 4 1.5), having a backing layer (page 4 1.6) and 

at least one inlet pipe for connection to a fluid supply tube (page 4 1.8-9), which 

passes through and/or under the backing layer (page 4 1.8-9) and at least one 
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outlet pipe for connection to a fluid offtal<e tube, which passes through and/or 
under the backing layer (page 4 1.1 0-1 1 ), at least one inlet pipe being connected 
to a fluid recirculation tube (page 4 1.15), and at least one outlet pipe being 
connected to a fluid offtake tube (page 4 1.1 5-1 6); and 

ii) a means for fluid cleansing having at least one inlet port connected to a fluid 
offtake tube and at least one outlet port connected to a fluid recirculation tube 
(page 4 1.17-19); 

b) a device for moving fluid through the wound dressing and means for fluid cleansing 
(page 4 1.23-24), and optionally or as necessary the fluid supply tube (page 4 1.23- 

24); 

e) means for supplying physiologically active agents from cells or tissue to the wound 
(page 4 1.25 and page 6 1.1 2 "blood", the blood is a tissue and it contains cells: red 
blood cells, white blood cells and platelets); and 

optionally or as necessary means for bleeding the flowpath, such that fluid may be 
supplied to fill the flowpath and supply physiologically active agents from cells or 
tissue to the wound and recirculated by the device through the flow path (page 4 1.25- 
29)." 

2.2 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claim 1 is 
not clear. 

The terms "optionally or as necessary" used in claim 1 Is vague and unclear and 
leave the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to which they 
refer, thereby rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said claim unclear. Ar- 
ticle 6 PCT, see also PCT Guidelines Chapter 5, 5.40. 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-34 

Dependent claims 2-34 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT). 

For the subject-matter of: 

- Claim 2: see D1 page 4 1.6-7 
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- Claim 3: see D1 page 4 1.12-14 

- Claim 4: see D1 page 4 1.5 

- Claim 5: see D1 page 6 1.5-8 

- Claim 6: see D1 page 6 1.10-25 

- Claim 7: see D1 page 6 1.12 "blood" 

- Claim 8: see D1 page 6 1.23-25, fibroblasts play a critical role in wound healing so they 
are present normally in acute or chronic wounds and keratinocytes are present as well 
for the reconstruction of the epidermis. 

- Claim 9: see D1 page 16 1.15-20, and the product description of IV3000 
(http://www.smith-nephew.com/investors/portfolio/wound-IV3000.htmi): "IV3000 
dressings are made from a unique REACTIC™ film, which is breathable and 
significantly more permeable to water vapour than ordinary film." 

- Claim 10: see D1 p.22 1.30 to p.23 1.2, Fig.5b "71", Fig.18b 

- Claim 1 1 : see D1 p.23 1.23-26 

- Claim 12: see D1 Fig.5b "42" "46" "62", p.59 1.3-18 

- Claim 13: see D1 p.3 1.13 

- Claim 14: see D1 p.45 1.24-28 

- Claim 15: see D1 Fig.28. 

- Claim 16: see D1 Fig.28 "9", "6" 

- Claim 17: see D1 Fig.28 "91 8" 

- Claim 18: see D1 Fig.28 "12", "14",p.55 1.28-31 

- Claim 19: see D1 p.73 1.11-14 

- Claim 20: see D1 p.32 1.5-30 

- Claim 21 : see D1 p.5 1.30-33 and p.33 1.7-9 

- Claim 22, 23: see D1 p.34 1.1-3 

- Claim 24: see D1 p.21 1.8-31 

- Claim 25: see D1 p.73 1.16-18 

- Claim 26: see D1 p.22 1.10-13 and D2 p.5 1.13-24 

- Claims 27, 28: see D1 claims 7,8 

- Claim 29: see D1 claim 9 

- Claim 30: see D1 claim 10 

- Claim 31 : see D1 p.46 1.20 to p.47 1.6 

- Claim 32: see D1 p.43 1.6-27 

- Claim 33: see D1 p.39 1.27 to p.40 1.1 1 
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- Claim 34: see D1 p.31 1.32-35 



Re Item VII. 

1.1 Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part fornn in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, 
which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in combi- 
nation from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) 
PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 
6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

1.2 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 

1 .3 The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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